Group Invest-

Key figures

and
regional

It provides an opportunity:
 To reduce public spending:
it is more economical to support
a single collective investment
rather than many
individual ones.

to guarantee regulated use
of public funds:
subsidies awarded
must remain in reserve within the
the cooperative and may not be shared out among the members.


To promote investment
and group projects
: the sharing
of equipment prevents the unnecessary purchase of equipment and
individual over-indebtedness.

25

and local financing

Offering quality services
tailored to the needs
and expectations of the Cuma:
mechanisation, management,
social,
legal, environment, energy ...


Developing the network
and encouraging experience
sharing
among Cuma.


Cuma



Activities
The Cuma are grouped together
in local and
regional federations. Each of these
levels
supports
activities while contributing with
advice
and services to the different Cuma
with a view to:

Cuma
in France

12,260

members on
average per
Cuma

212,000
Cuma
members

4,700

employes
in the Cuma

Developing and supporting
employment in Cuma and
hence in rural areas.

Discover

cumas



Expediting the retraining of
decision makers
through
ongoing education and activities
and communicating with young
people.


€ 551

€ 464

million
turnover

million
invested

Ensuring active representation
with partners.



The economy

Structuring the regional network
and implementing territorial
changes and developments.
Supporting local initiatives
and overseeing the
implementation of new agricultural

€
77,000
average amount
invested by
Cuma

€ 53,000
average turnover
of each Cuma

Source FNCUMA, 2015 figures
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In a difficult economic context
with budgetary constraints,
support for collective investment is
more important than ever.

Networking groups
to share best practices and
ideas, local economic players
committed
to the values of solidarity,
the Cuma’s activities contribute
to striking a balance between
the development
of people, production
and territories.

A Cuma,

Thanks to this legal
framework
its members are able to
reduce
mechanisation costs,
access the latest
technology and optimise
work sites.
Members are thus more
efficient and innovative and
share the risks associated
with investment.
Cuma is also a place to
share experiences and
disseminate new practices,
to engage in ongoing
training, to get involved
in local development and
establish social ties based
on solidarity.

Improve labour conditions
and quality of life

by reducing the cost of mechanisation:
mechanisation is generally the most
expensive item for farmers accounting
for an average of 30% of total farm
expenditure.

thanks to the collective organization
of work sites, mutual aid schemes,
delegation
of
work,
exchanges and a sense
of community shared
by the members.

Benefits
		for

Improve
economic performance

The benefits
for

The benefits
for

what is it

Cuma in French stands for
Coopérative
d’Utilisation de Matériel
Agricole (farm machinery
cooperative). It is an
agricultural cooperative
where farmers pool
resources (machinery,
labour, sheds, workshops ...)
needed for their agricultural
activity.

Control
production costs

the farms

the region and
economic activity


Allow easier establishment,

outside the context of family or young
farmers,
by providing
a powerful production tool
which limits indebtedness.


Create stable,
non ‘offshorable’, full-time jobs

by
facilitating
access
to
better
mechanisation and also to shared
jobs: qualified drivers, team leaders,
secretaries, accountants ...

innovation
and the environ-

Stimulate innovation: the Cumas are
great novel project incubators
which contribute to competitive,
sustainable and quality
agriculture throughout the territory.



soil conservation agriculture ...

to be shared on several farms.


Develop short supply chains:

collective processing workshops
contribute to local economic activity.

Promote the transfer of new
technologies: precision agriculture,

Adopt more environmentally
friendly practices:

Federated
Cuma

within a strong federated
network
The Cuma are structured around
departmental
or interdepartmental federations, grouped
together
in regional federations.
The National Federation of Cuma (FNCuma)
groups all these structures together and ensures
that they tackle different missions:




agro-ecology, controlled irrigation,
mechanical weeding ...


Improve energy
performance and selfsufficiency: indirect

energy savings (joint use
of machinery), control
fuel consumption, develop
renewable energy projects
throughout the territories
(fuelwood, methanisation).

Represent and defend

the interests of the Cuma,

Provide advice and
technical, economic and legal support,




Oversee adaptation and change through

training,

Organize demos in the field, experiments
and tests with the manufacturers/dealers,
 Provide IT and management tools targeting Cuma’s activities,


Conduct projects to develop
new cooperative forms of organization
that meet
the organizational and functional needs

of innovative territorial projects.

